MATES MAKE THE DIFFERENCE
A community project of Milang and District Community Association Inc. with the support of
Alexandrina Council.

HISTORY NOTES
The Milang Lakeside Butter Factory was opened on July 3rd, 1893 and was an
important part of the Milang & districts agricultural businesses into the 1960’s
although it has not always been smooth sailing.
The Lakeside Butter Factory was opened by Buckland and Lipson. It closed in
1904 but was reopened in 1915 by Murphy Fromen & Co. when the latest
equipment was installed. At this time cream was brought from Meningie twice a
week on the P.S. Jupiter.
The original building consisted of the round roofed stone building but was added
to in 1915 and by the 1920s the factory had been enlarged with corrugated iron
outbuildings and was owned by South Australian Farmers’ Union.
The factory is an icon building for Milang overlooking the lake from its vantage
point on Tod’s Hill, D’Aranda Tce The building is listed as a State Heritage
Place on the South Australian Heritage Register. It comes with the adjacent
Managers Cottage which is in sound condition, Baltic Pine within, corrugated
iron out.
Milang and District Community Association and the community are extremely
grateful to Alexandrina Council for the financial support of $325,000 grant from
Alexandrina Council which together with MADCA funds enabled purchase of
the property on 29th July 2016.
In undertaking research on the butter factory there have been some key values
that underpinned the factory and which are as relevant to this community today
as they were then – COOPERATION, PERSEVERANCE, EXCELLENCE, &
INNOVATION.

COOPERATION
1893 - A public meeting was held in the
Institute this evening under the auspices
of the Royal Agricultural Bureau.
Messrs. Sand ford and Molineux, of
Adelaide, spoke at some length on the
dairying industry and the export trade,
pointing out the advantages of cooperation. There was a good attendance.
Both speakers received an attentive
hearing. At the close of the public meeting a meeting of dairymen and farmers was held,
when Mr. Buckland, proprietor of the Lakeside Butter Factory offered to turn the factory into
a co-operative concern. Mr. Sandford mentioned that all the butter from the Lakeside
Factory—2J tons—had been passed by the expert for a bonus. Evening Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1869 1912), Thursday 5 October 1893, page 3

EXCELLENCE
1894 -The Lakeside Butter Factory is busy with a large consignment of butter for the West.
Some twelve hundred tins are being filled ready for shipment, and the ' put up' of the article
is all that can be desired: Thus in more ways than one the goldfields are proving helpful to
South Australian industries. Southern Argus 30th August 1894
1894 - We have now the pleasure to refer to another factory which is very rapidly pushing to
the front— the Milang one, which is owned and run by Messrs. Buckland and Lipson, and
which has recently opened auxiliary creameries at Queen's Own Town and Meningie. The
firm is composed of highly energetic men, and though they have been combined but a little
time, they are leaving no stone un turned to make the Lakeside brand of butter bring a high
price, and the milk suppliers support them extensively. Already their product brings a good
price in the City and English market, and as the milk supplies, are so rapidly increasing that
it is expected by the end of next month no less than 2,000 gallons per day will be treated, an
idea may be formed of the prospects of the venture. We heartily wish the proprietors
success— we know they'll deserve it. Southern Argus (Port Elliot, SA : 1866 - 1954), Thursday 30 August 1894,
page 2

PERSEVERANCE
1894 - The glory of Milang has departed, and even its most patriotic inhabitant cannot but
admit that since the construction of the railway to Overland Corner and the establishment of
similar means of communication between Adelaide and Murray Bridge the township has been
on the down grade. Still there is a silver lining to every cloud, and in this instance it is
provided in the shape of the Lakeside Butter Factory. Although it has not been established
for any length of time, the produce of this particular factory has deservedly gained a high
reputation, not only locally, but in the home market. In fact, the owners have recently received
communications from Germany, and from Hull, in Yorkshire, enquiring whether it would not
be possible to export direct to these places, and they hope that satisfactory arrangements will
be made towards this end. We were shown over the factory on our return journey, and had an
opportunity of sampling the butter, which was pronounced to be excellent in every respect.
The country in the neighborhood is eminently suited for keeping dairy cattle, which do
exceedingly well in the swampy lands surrounding the lake. Everything in the factory is

constructed on the most approved and latest fashion, the machinery being run by a fourhorsepower engine. South Australian Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1895), Saturday 4 August 1894, page 6
1905 - The local butter factory, after being closed for some months, is now working actively,
and promises to soon regain its old-time good reputation for butter producing. The new
owner, Mr. Paschke, late of Strathalbyn, has a good reputation, and has already secured the
support of the majority of dairymen in the district. Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954),
Saturday 14 January 1905, page 14
1914-1918 The Milang Butter factory
was owned by Mr Murphy Fromen
and Co Ltd. And managed by Mr
Joseph Alfred Morcom. J Morcom
also managed the Hindmarsh Island
factory for time, from 1914.
Boats Across the Lake 2001, Milang and District
Historical Society.

INNOVATION
1906 - The Milang factory, conducted by Mr. Pasche, was receiving good support, and he
was now engaged in installing a Linde refrigerator in order to successfully cope with his
increasing milk supplies. Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 8 December 1906, page 17

1919 -The Farmers' Union has gradually extended its operations in various direction until it
has become one of the largest business establishments of its kind in the State. The latest
addition to the activities of the union has been made by the purchase of the business of
Messrs. Murphy, Fromen & Co., of Pirie Street, produce merchants, including the butter

factories at Orroroo, Woodside, Milang, and Meadows and the cheese factory at Hindmarsh
Island. Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Thursday 4 September 1919, page 6

Photo courtesy of Milang and District Historical Society

1941 - PROPOSED CHEESE FACTORY FOR MILANG
A very large number of residents of the Milang district and other towns attended a meeting
in the Milang Institute Hall recently for the purpose of approaching the South Australian
Farmers' Union to manufacture cheese at their local factory. Mr. K. Turvey occupied the
chair. Mr. T. G. Vaughton outlined the case for the dairymen and preliminary steps already
taken. Mr. T. Yelland, a director of the South Australian Farmers' Union said that the subject
would receive full consideration when the necessary data had been presented to the company.
Mr. A. A. Osborne, manager of the dairy produce department of the Farmers' Union, gave a
comprehensive address on the butter and cheese business. At the conclusion of the meeting a
vote was taken which resulted in a majority for cheese manufacture. It was decided to canvas
the district with a view to obtaining (the quantity of milk available for cheese, and the method
of suitable transport to the factory. These facts' will then, be submitted to the Farmers' Union
for consideration. Southern Argus (Port Elliot, SA : 1866 - 1954), Wednesday 13 August 1941, page 5

MILANG LAKESIDE BUTTER FACTORY
RESTORING A COMMUNITY ICON
During September 2016 an amazing team of volunteers have assisted to clean out the rubbish
from the Butter Factory. They have already expended a total of 500 hours of time, and loaned
vehicles, trailers and equipment. We thank them for their help to get us to this point.

WE DO NEED YOUR HELP!
Under the auspices of Milang and District Community
Association (MADCA) a public meeting of Milang
residents in 2014 voted to work towards the purchase
and restoration of the Milang Lakeside Butter Factory.
Thanks to a generous grant from Alexandrina Council of
$325000 and MADCA funds the Factory and Managers Cottage now belong to the
community.

Now that we own the property the first step is to restore this
heritage listed icon site with the long term aim of ensuring
that it remains a sustainable community asset into the future.
An engineer’s report commissioned by Alexandrina Council
has advised that there is approx. $300k of structural repairs to
be undertaken in the first instance. The steering committee is
currently developing a staged plan of works for the Factory
and the Managers Cottage which amongst other things will include:
New Gutters, repairs to front verandah, removal of
unoriginal additions erected during filming of “Shadows
of the Heart”, sanding and sealing floors, painting inside
and out, electrical updating, window restoration, repairs
to stonework and plaster work, restoring and reinforcing
cellar ceiling, repairs and replacements to roof and
corrugated walls, restoration of windows and doors,
heritage research and materials sourcing. There is much
to be done!
As well as being a financial contributor you could help by;
• Passing on information and promoting this project through your networks, email lists,
newsletters, facebook pages and with friends.
• Provide sponsorship, cash or in kind.
• Join the fundraising, management, or restoration teams.
• Run an event with proceeds going towards the project or invite us along to tell the
public about what we have planned and enlist their support.
• Recommend sponsors, philanthropists, grantors who might be able to assist.
• Share your skills, knowledge and business acumen to help us develop our plans and
projects.
• Encourage others to donate

FOR MORE DETAILS:
Steering Committee
0412036900
Email: milangbutterfactory@madca.org.au
www.madca.org.au/milangbutterfactory
Facebook Page – Milang Lakeside Butter Factory
Butter Factory Restoration Project MADCA 24 – 25 Daranda Tce Milang SA 5256

Artists Impressions of what could be

Pledge Form
MILANG LAKESIDE BUTTER FACTORY
RESTORATION PROJECT
HELP RESTORE OUR HERITAGE ICON
Donor Information (please print or type)
Name
Business Name
Billing address
City, State, Postcode
Phone 1 | Phone 2
Email

I/We would like to pledge to become a:
Patron: $1000 or more
Donor: $100 to $999
Mate: $25 to $99

☐
☐
☐

Pledge Information

I (we) pledge a total of $____________ to be paid: ☐now ☐monthly ☐quarterly ☐yearly.
I (we) will make this contribution by: ☐cash ☐cheque ☐bank deposit ☐Paypal ☐other.
Cash and Cheque Payments

Milang Old School House Community Centre Mon – Friday 9 – 5 pm or by post
to Butter Factory Restoration Project MADCA 24 – 25 Daranda Tce Milang SA
5256

Bank Deposit

MDCA BUTTER FACTORY ACCT
Bank SA BSB 105-019 Account 044 929 740

Paypal

Accessed from www.madca.org.au/milangbutterfactory

Acknowledgement Information
Please use the following name(s) in all acknowledgements
______________________________
☐I (we) wish to have our gift remain anonymous.
☐I (we) wish to subscribe to the Milang Butter Factory Restoration Project mailing list.
Signature(s)

Date

RETURN PLEDGE FORM TO: Butter Factory Restoration Project MADCA 24 – 25 Daranda Tce Milang SA 5256

